Bastard Out of Carolina As You Read Assignment 
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Click on the Appalchian Heritage Writer-in-Residence (AHWIR) website for Dorothy Allison and peruse the different links.  Read the biographical information on the front page and read the essay on Allison’s life and work under Resources and Links, “Dorothy Allison’s Prose and Poetry, The Power of the Story and Writing for One’s Life”: https://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/allison/. If you have some interest in the subject, click on the link about PTSD in children: https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=post-traumatic-stress-disorder-in-children-90-P02579.  Whereas Allison had hoped that the writing and publication of this novel would help her to understand the events of her own life, she hoped as well that the book would impact others’ lives, or as she wrote years later, “I wanted to break the hearts of the world and then to heal it.”  In reality, after the book was published in 1992, it was banned by libraries and schools, and as Allison wrote: “What banning books does is continue the denial, extend that damage, and block any way for us to come together and address the reality of violence within our families and communities.” What are your own thoughts about book banning?

Bastard Out of Carolina is a touching bildungsroman or “coming of age” story about the tragedy of child abuse and the tendency to silence, disdain, or stereotype those who are considered outsiders, “other,” or in this case “white trash.”  Explore the term White trash before you begin to read the story.  As you read, notice how the community of Greenville, South Carolina, views the Boatwrights.  Describe the relationship Ruth Ann Boatwright (Bone) has with her uncles and aunts?  How would you describe the Boatwrights?  From the moment Bone is born, she is labeled and categorized by the state and by her community as a “bastard,” and this assigned label is one that her mother Anney does her best to change throughout the story.  What happens to Bone on the night her mother is giving birth to Daddy Glen’s son?  How do you explain such a horrific event in the life of a 5-year-old?  Glen is inept and has a difficult time holding a job, while Anney works as a waitress wanting desperately to keep her family together.  When Glen abuses Anney’s children, he cloaks this abuse in the guise of “discipline.”  When Bone is 8, she is taken to the hospital after a whipping by Daddy Glen.  What do the Boatwright uncles do to Glen when they discover what he has done?  Why do you think Glen does not physically abuse Anney?  Bone becomes a remarkable storyteller among her Boatwright cousins; from a psychological perspective, what is she doing through constructing these narratives? In what ways does Bone suffer from PTSD?

What does Bone discover as her passion when she becomes friends with the albino Shannon Pearl?  Bone and Shannon become angry with each other when Shannon does what?  What does this scene tell us about the stereotype associated with poor whites who are supposed to be prejudiced against African Americans. What happens to Shannon Pearl at a barbeque on the afternoon that she and Bone have a tentative reconciliation?  Anney tries to get Bone away from Daddy Glen, and when she is 13, Bone goes to stay with her Aunt Alma.  In the meantime, Anney is again considering leaving Glen.  One afternoon Daddy Glen pays a visit to Bone.  What does he want Bone to do and why?  What happens when she refuses?  How do you explain Anney’s inability to leave Glen?  Aunt Raylene becomes the most influential person in Bone’s life.  What story does Raylene tell Bone when she drives her back from the hospital.  Why is this story so meaningful to Bone, though she may not understand fully at this point in time?  Anney brings to Bone a final copy of her birth certificate at the end of the story.  What is listed on the certificate now?  What does this signify about Bone, particularly in light of Aunt Raylene’s story?
